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wellare and felicity of mankind upon earth, 


In other words, I; would wiſhz' by an illuſ- 


tration of the text, to convey 10 your minds 
would 3begio: to ſhew:-itſelf- in the world, 
vuvere the religion of Jeſus rightly underſtood, 
and -zealouſly: practiſed, among men. A 
view of the Goſpel, in this light, will fur- 


niſh us with proper anſwers to ſome objec- 


tions made by it's enemies, as if it had been 
| uſcleſs, nay, even pre} judicial to. 4 | 
inference will likewiſe offet itſel 
ſidleration of it's friends, fuitable to 


own ali the 2223 fokeminity. ee a 
* 81. Paul, then, "firſt; declares the 125 

| univertality, apd general intent of the* 

pel. It TY not a production of 99 51 
it came from above; it was xapis ew,” 
grace, or 841 Ged. As a gift, we may 
conclude it piven, like" othet * Vifts; for he 
bene cfit 'of the receivers. As thie 75 of him, 
Who i is the Father of Mercies, and the God 
of n it muſt be calculated to dif- 
Fuſe mercy and comfort among his creatures. 
Iſuing from. the God of peace and order, it 


Dould never be — to bine birth to 
wars 
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repreſented - bears towards ſociety, and the | 


of that, ſtate of things, which 


ing, g. bo; as > . fs" fs ig? 36 Lanes 
It eovld never be intended to produce! Hatred 
in the hearts, of Which it ſhould take poſs 
non. "Proceeding from the God of ho- 
lineſs, "ab of YE, wg deſigned to be 
ne ar) ig the empire of ſin 
and death. "$64 came, compi, 66 bringing | 
falyation, or deliverance” from ene; 
my; 484 it came to all, without diſtincti- 
on of ſex or age, country or condition. 
Emſam y Zapic an Oct y cure ra aparroy 
it appeared, it ſhone forth, manifeſting” it- 
ſelf by it's own fplendor, like the dayſpring 5 
from on high ; like the light of the mor- 
ning, when the ſun ariſeth, free, bright, | 
univerſal ; author of light and life; of joy 
and gladneſs; and hailed, as ſuch, by all 
things in heaven and earth. It appeared, 
to diſpel ignorance, as 'darkneſs; and to 
diſſeminate knowlege, as light; to inform 
and inſtru mankind; TwJwvore mas, tak 
ing us into training, and putting us un- 
der diſcipline, in the ſchool of a divine Maſ- 
ter, who teacheth us to avoid evil, and to 
purſue good and who alone can enable us 
to do either, with effect. In this laſt par- 
teu his ſchool excells all others, 1 7 
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a perfect 1 I: 
_ — "bot is was not all. I. 
perfection of a Jaw would: afford fall cam: 


tort. ta,thoſe. who. lived. under it, i they 
could nt, obſerye. it and muſt periſh. for 


tranſgręſſigg it. Men ſtooq in need of other 
things 3 they, ſtood in need of pardon for 


powers;;unto future Obedience. 1 
the glory afthe Goſpel. This is the trium b 
of «© the grace of God,” which, by the Goſ- 
pe. + hath appeared unto all men, teach- 


an ing us (and beſtowing the virtues it en- 
9 joins) that, denying 5 and 


« wor ly. luſts, we ſhould live  ſoberly, 
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impiery 31; 8very, 
; ſpecies of irreligion ; 3 either disbeliek,, of, . $0 


Peity, of Miſtaken notions of his nature, | 


e ee Jul 

were tothe intereſts bf NMeiety, 

pe igworatit 30 Whom e 8 
egree, de | 


heathiex' word a0, in ary "degree, 
And the aa&"muſt be this Fare in e 
The actions of met mult al ys take a 
tincture from the celbur "of -4 cir re 
or itreligioub principles: He' Who beli 
in 4 Deity, of "Whateyer kind, win enden 
vour to! pleaſe," by imitititiy Mn and bs 5 
who belle re In Rene, ke the pobr dem- 
niac in the Goſpel, cafſly burſts all other 
0 neither eaßt any mam hend him neal 
«fol 15) Yo tdb offs {narerior aid 30 
Denying ungodfnefs, and nah 
. „ ee mieuntur er 
cupiditates,' ſays Srotius, fun, major fd 
Jominum eee ca enim men pars" ape, 
in his Iii, en "neous Votattr nomine. 
Worldly laſts, or deſires, ate deſires Tk 
object are "worldly, and by worldly men 
coveted” and ſought after; by undue means, 
or in an inordinate manner, beyond che 
limits defig ed and appointed'by God ant 
nature. And whit ie it, but the proſecu- 
tion of ſuch deſires, that fills" the world” 
with, vickedneſy" and miſery ; 3 producing 
luxury 


Gs) 


ury and | extravagance amog 
vert and wretchedneſs among © hers; h 
ful quarrels and yexatious ſuits between in- 
_ dividuals and families; rauaging and deſo- 
lating wars between princes and kingdoms; | 
 faQions and tumults in the ſtate - and, we 
\ may add, generally, hereſies 8 ; 
in the church, as our apoſtle has ſomewhere 
claſſed! them likewiſe, among the works of 
the „ed. Let not vain man, then, _ 
the; name and | notion of philoſophy, inſult 
and revile as a; monki/h and. ſolitary principle, 
that doctrine, on which the Son of God has 
thought proper to lay the deep foundations 
of his religion, the doctrine of ſelf- denial. 
In the preſent ſtate of human nature, the 
deſires of ſelf are frequently the ſickly ctav- 
ings of a diſtempered being; the -gratifi- 
cation of them would only tend to increaſe 
and inflame the diſeaſe; and therefore, by 
our heavenly phyſician, we are, in mercy, 
_ enjoined to dem them. All that he requeſt» 
eth of us is, to conſult our own happineſs, 
and that of others let the defires that are 
e contrary to the commands of the Goſpel 
be ane and * will be found, that 
Pi ESTI arab 5 ; 8 g 
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« they einnet be ſativfied, «without hurting | 
Fr Human” ſoefety “ and if we ire Gem 
manded to renounce. worlly Jüſts; It ig bel 
cauſe they hae deluged the” earth with 
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From the. negative Nen Mt he podle "i 
deſcription,” we paſs on to that which is 
gtive. Having « denied iingodlincls 4 
« wordly: luſts,” we are to Witte; in the' firſt 
place, |foberly,: "papers." The nun, fro 
whence this adverb, is formed, lignifies, one 
of a. ſound mind, one that is maſter of him 
{{1f, having his appetites and paſſions in dig | 
order and Lahe fince, of every "one. 
of theſe,” if ſuffered to domincer, inſtead of 

_ obeying, may be ſaid, what has been öf⸗ 
ten faid of one of them, that it is a"temps- 

8 rary madneſs.” Thus, When the prodigat, | 

in the parable, is deſcribed, "as reßenting of | 
his profligh cy, the expreſſion is, Toes ovary. 
Ye, e came" to bimpelf. The ate raſe inti- 
mates, that; While engaged in his former 
courſe; he wis' ave” himſelf. The governin 
principle had: been derhroned, and be hud 
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conqduergrs. , Thefqueftion, reſoren will 
dad thus whether bey aft libeln w Make 
the bel members of ſociety, e pes 


the uſe of their reaſon 3,07 as 
loſt. it? hy . f 


3 - 2 
drehe 23, implxing, the 
Fe Apel a e 5 
with, 0 temper 4 80 ale | 
By a b every K kind and 
2505 to U Dh 9 7 7 re 185 oe 
all 155 . e 0, be 
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doce mighty Wen qartÞ,, 

that now live enz in th hh 10 e 
Aſk. them... 97 with one voige th 4 0 
t you, that. by chele virtues the they all to 
2 ee 697% 15 hagous 3. r hey 
eproach. | Lara. he: "then. as: good Gu 
zens, duly to value t the:religion, tha t. upon 
the;grounds of true peaſoa, and exernak wil 
dom, with ach perſuaſive energy recom- 
mends and enjoins. the practice of theſe vir- 
tues, holding them forth to view, in the 
3 | example 
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W"_ of our Dülle Nader add PP * 
his fett Followets, A glutton, 4 Urlinkard, | 
a debauchee, 4 Hggitd, are wochiſters ih the 

Goſpel ſyſtem. There We ſee 4 religion, 
weh is, all over, ſobriety and purity, fer 
vour and alactity. There we find preſerib- 
ed to us ſtrict temperance al ways, eden 

abſtinence often. And why? That we 
may not be brought under the! power of | 
an appetite, and enflaved to ſo mercileſs and 

unrelenting a tyrant... "There we are directe. 
whether we eat, or drink, or WHatever 
do, to do all to the glory of God; u if the 
world were one vaſt temple, and every good 
man, throug h the.courſe of his actions, a = 
kind of perpttuil officiating prieſt i in f'3 | 

There, none are permitted to - be idle; | 
every one is to be active and diligent in 


ſome employment, not only Innocent, but 


; uſeful” to the community. "If any do not 1 15 


work, it is declared that he ſhould not eat 5 : 
and the portion of the unprofitable is is ſai aid to 
be with that of the difobedient. ES; 8 
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But "ſobriety gock Faithet." "fe & 
hends the government not of the bodily ** 


petites duly. but of the paſſions and affeg- 


tions of the mind: The uſe of theſe i js, to | 
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Ait up the ſoul, ah 175 n Qion,. to 


AO E Ja an be to excite the 
will, anc 460 0 Bu I whol e man vigorous 
and attentive ON Rent of. his d de, 


Ngo, . He; Jn th igns are Tight, "an an 
who, being maſter 6 his TA can 55 | 


| rect their force that Way, proceeds 1i ke th i 
mariner, ho underſtands his-compals,, a # 5 
commands the winds ; he Faiſes,, c or oy 
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Eo affections, «carding to his ae 
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and, carefully adjuſts them to the natute 0 


things : : he. applies them, with , all, their 


energy, to, the, proſecution of his greateſt 
antereſt ; FR and makes them militate, with all 
their force,. againſt whateve er might ob truck 8 
"WI Cliriſtianity | informs us of the proper 
obj jedts, on which the paſſions ſhould 

ed, ; and enables us to 9 them on thoſe 


Objects. 5 It's injunction runs thus 4 Set 
* your ; affections on things above % on ob- - 
Jets, i in the purſuit of 1 5 they may pu „Put 
forth all their ſtreng th, and in the enjoy- 
ment of which Ben's acquieſce, y With 
abſolute complacency: 705 e are the ob- 
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| the beter things above, 1 the man b. ecomes 4 
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ſure® prey to 1 5 ver Xation *. 
Upon, this” princip fe,” th Q olpel, In the 
heart Where it 1s reldived! moderztes an 
| regulates the paſſi- 10NS, in their ap} plzcatio fi 
to terreſtrial objects. It reſtrains tho 1 
of anger that it lin not. and ſtops. .the if ſſues f 
of dil like 7 tre preſſes es infolence” ih j6y, and 
prevents ene a delponden) 3 tler 2 
it forbids preſumption'l in u hope, "and Briafes 
the, impetuolity of $226! * J f 
fear tot ratfgrels the Bode 5 a prüden 
caution, and mitigates even couräg ge, e 
without it, becomes 1 favage f 1 2 
balances the mind* in evel MEN 
9 Produces modeſty, PTY Leben pn 
- candour, Anpartialj ity; 15 and, out of th fy | 
gredients, forms that ſobriety of eker 
5 tended by our Ae And whit 18 it be | 
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this Game FOO this command of the 
IONS, "this. ſelf government, that quali- 
15 2; man to diſcharge properly all the re, 
lative duties of life; that endears him to "i 
communit „ and renders him a truly uſeful 
and valuable member of ſociety ? Deſtitute 
of this, what is the world, as agitated by 
human | Tema let Toole, without reſtraint, 
in their f y, but A troubled ſea, with the 
four win, $ firiviog on it for the maſt ery 1 
nl Is WP 10 ſoup * a and Lege 
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dye thy neighbour, as. th hy "vey — 
1 Whatever ye would that men ſhould do 
« unto you, do ye even ſo unto them.“ let 
every man allow that claim of right in 59 
ther, which he ſhould. thin himſelf en 
to make, in like Circul ept | | 
this, which. enables. every, man to be hig 
own caſuiſt, and puts it out of his per 


to determine unjuſtly; 2 precept, . which, 
| ſhould. be Ogre) on dh heart as: * 
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Rfefied © in infetfors, Mhcerity anch fide: 
we! "reſpect. and "Uifigence:" "Fr " prices, 
die, gentleneſs, and Blicitiits for the 
Weide of bir fabjefts in ſübhekts, loyatry, 
: od obeditnte; q quietnefs, peace, pa- 
and Thesrfu es. Id Pirents, tek 
— Kurefulneſs f their echfldrens good 
: edudztion; comfoftaßle Ab gltebce, acc e ster 
Hal welfare: in hiüldfen, duty, honour, gta- 
efttide;' In all men, upon Aff ccafbns, 4 
teudineſs to afſiſt, cc relieve, to comfort one 
4 another 5. --Cin" we Help exclaiming, With 
che erlebrated author of e Spirit of Lauft 
Hoi admitable the religion, Which while 
ait ſcemis only! to have in view the felicity 
4 f the other life; conſtitutes tlie happinefs 
«& of = | . . How good and how Klea- 
A JoolT nts) Non 978 * 


See Dr. Barrow on the Profitableneſe 77 car.. 75 
Vol. I., Sermon ii. 5 2 
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« fant; would at he, i 
— lee d ede Bages influence of 
e ſtial pfinęiple, diffuſir itſelf chrough 
members of 2. community, from 
= ige t to he low, Srateful as ff the 
66 pr ecious ointment upon the head, that ran 

«« dawn uponqthe beard, even aponAvryn's 
2 n a8 e tag on ohne 


5 q on che mountains c of bat 2200170 . 
„ % n eee volt ee to. 
We "Pars conſidered man's duty to Hauer 
1 1 and to his neighbour -. he is to live r 
berly and rigliteouſy. He is alſo to live gods 
V., wvreſdws., The word conveys the idea of 
every thing that relates ta the Ms 
ledgment Wa. worſhip of Soft: of deyotic 
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ti "from. morality. Here 5 , 1 7 

that we muſt look for the main ſpring and 
principle of action; for motives, to virtue, 
capable of controlling the appetites, regulate 
ing the paſſions, and overcoming every, ohe 
ſtacle objected, by ſelf- love to the practice 


of juſtice and charity among men. God 
« lineſs, wo:Guc, is profitable unto all things, 
bs * having promile of the life that now is, as 
| __ «yell 
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e at an — 2 tribunal y 'Yet 


with others, 
of theſe. Now, implant but a thorough 
ſenſe of teligion in the mind; teach a man 
always'to' conſider himſelf as acting, fpeak> 
iy nay even thinking, under the eye of 


that Being, who ſeeth in ferret; but will 
one day reward, or puniſh, openly; you 


ſtop the ſtreams at the place of breaking 
forth, and ſtaunch, 2 once, the Touh naß 
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Of crimes r are coptituble by courts of 
xdicature, how few would fall under theif 
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a 2 or miſery, in our converſe 
depends upon the regulation 5 


tion. n e 1 
© : * a 5 
1 . A ? * 1 IR 
0 - 4 b * * y * * 
5 1 { 59 i 3 ? 4 23 Ph + 


- 26:07 4) 


| nk th nth whoſe; exigence, the 
in queſtion muſt he prayed a aſcera 
22 Bom 4 10 head oft © mit * 
Slang Zulns * och Prrotoiquνο fd ont 
There is a connection between religion 
and morality, like that betveen ſoul and 
body, non 4a be dideventreitbauaad death 
of the latter. Speculative men may amuſe 
themſelves anch others/ With Aicguiätbang on 
the beauty of virtue, and: the relations of 
chings, iilgpeadedt1Foof m_ Lad, | 
Virtde about doubts: ——— and 
 tharacarevimlations: of bine, tho: 
ſponding duties: reſultiog t n But _ 
will theſe; confiderations.chanmoth reſt _ahe 
eager. appetites and turbulent paſſions of hu 
man nature, in it's preſant conditiqn f1;56,,A8 
e well might you think to bind janthungey 
( tiger with 4 thread ot Ot rinomonriont n 
215 ow flats i erte yard ods has b 
But obſerve! the, firm. baſis, an which. i 
for ever fixed the lity . 
How clear 9 — 5 
in it's motives/1---**{' We; love God, becauſe 
he c firſti loved us. andi gave his don 10 | £ 
k « the propitiation for our ſins. If God, fo I 
27 loved. us, we ought alſo. to love OQe; ano: 
Fed girl +0 5 « ther. 


defled God; as Saviour and Interbeſſor on 


a 18 * 
Se, Fer be d Joverh': 


40 des The heed of: pow e. Pn 
cannot but comprehend the meaning of theſe 
__ ſew=ilnerds; and the heurt of the moſt 
nee themz0 Such 5 


—— crows did: 
pofitiong ib'thecendoof the Gotpol; ang 0 
alt dectrinest Ie ib m Scriptu 
even fdowwitholesi thid away ocitivtaobeich | 
the moſtiniyfierious and ſpeculativernature'; 
the unity f the nine perſons y the idivi: 
hity, And the ſueisfactiom of Ohbrift ; jos 
whicly eawnorg therefbre, be denied; or de- 
$fadtd; 'withour temoving, or ꝓroportion- 
4bly telloning the tnoſt endearing and laſfect· 
ing incitements to the Chriſtianlliſe 1 In. 
deed, the happy temper, of which we are 
Ig, is the natural and kindly effect of 

e great evangelical truths, when treaſured 
—————— the ſubſocts bf 
Frequent inodi tation. The ideas iofwreeon- 


Abt! Waterland- by. rable 2 * 0 
wy 25 Fas 
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1 * «) 
| ſes graviaus- Sprits/ it orming dur 18. 
nora purifying ou — relieving our 
neceſſities, alleviating our cares, and com- 
forting ont ſorrowe .- Such ideas as [theſe 
| epableins to bridle th appetites of the body, 
and to calm the emotions of tha mind 2 te 
bear with; patience and chearfulneſs the oh 
lamitiss of life; they ſweeten the tempen 
and harmonize the affections, reſe lving them | 
all into one, diverſified according ta the dife 
ferent; ſituation of it's proper object: of 
which: grigf laments the abſence, and facr 
1 apprehends the lo 3. dghre purſots in: hupe 7 
has it in view; anger riſes a 


tion; and oy triumphs in poſfeſſion Thus 


religion flues the heart on it's areaſyre;” in 
faith without wavering, andi reſignation 
without teferve ; it draws the affections up 
wards towards heaven, as, the ſun des the 


=_ arty god; world. 

404 1010009 4 eee en eee nne 
12 — friendly aſpect which 
Chriſianiays. as rapreſented by the Apoſtle 
in the tłxt, evidently bears tonthe true in- 
tereſt of civil Society Vet aer 


5 n's Diſcourſes, Vol. 11. p. 
nene * 
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exhalations of the earth, to return in fruit - 


has obſe ges it de the Goſpel, 


grace, r it, endues us with 
8 es- 5 NRW TS LY 37 1 


The ame nodle e ee that 
e is in the Goſpel no mention made of 
private friendſhip. Surely, if it be among 


fining a man's views te insel, he: is ſpi 


ritual concerns, it cauſeth him to flight the 

ppertaining % 
this world, and of little moment. The re- 
verſe, as we have ſeen; is the truth. A dif. 


ſocial affections, as things a 


charge of all the ſocial duties in this world, 
it; by the Goſpel, pointed -out, as the way 
to promote true ſelf-intereſt, and to obtain 


ſalvation in the world to come. For the | 


perfotmance of theſe duties, the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ſupply new motives; and the 


thoſe things, that are lovely and virtuous, 
and praĩſe- worthy,” it is commanded; and 


will be rewarded. Evangelical principles | 
extend i it farther, and cement it better, than 


all others. The Saviour of the world ſtyles 


. 


his diſciples, friengs 3 and, among m_ 


there was one, on account of his hea 


temper and- diſpoſition,” more prouliarhofa- 
voured and beloyed, than the reſt. Chriſe: 
© wid procypen, 4 __ it's ſincere profeſſor, the 


OY „ friendſhip 
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. of God ; and, incites him, in imi⸗ 
tation 2 his an res Lord 3 —.— 


mae, 11 bt 36 aviteuls Fenn 34 thy nil 
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Ibis G matter of com | 
by the afoteſaid author, that public it 
or the loye of our country is paſſed over in 
ſilence hy the Goſpel. That paſſion for ſthe 
ſuppoſed glory of their country, which led the 
Romans to carry war into all the kingdoms 
around them, is not, indeed, inculcated by 
the Goſpel. Had it been ſo, Jeſus, in con- 


formity to his doctrine, muſt have put him 
ſelf at the head of the Jewiſh armies ; and 
it would ſoon have appeared, that the Son 
of Man came not to ſave mens lives, but to 
Agrey them. If the love of our country 
ſignifies a true and affectionate concern for 
the public good, whither can we go for an 
example of it, in it's higheſt exaltationzbet= 
ter than to the charactet of our Lord? He 
was born for his people; he laboured for 
them; he preached for them; he mourned 
for thing he wept for them; he lived r 
them ang, to crown all, he 51 for 
E rs are thoſe ſervants, 
whom 


Vom their Lord. Be eck mall 
find to be, or to have been employed, like 
Himſelf, in endeavouring to promote the 
temporal welfare of the commi 
than the eternal ſalvation of individuals, by 
turning their fellow-citizens from fin to 
righteouſneſs, and bringing them to the 
knowlege and obedience of the hedvenly 
aw. This is a — of patriotiſm diſinte- 
Teſted: and unfaſpe 
Viet it with oye we by the Lord of 


angels it will be had in horpurable : and . 


| "ſting remembrance. | 5 
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The eee eng Bayle; had n 


wh that true Chriſtians could not form 2 
government of: any: duration *. ner Why: not?” 


GT. T4 


ä 9 2 Talned city in Campania, 

F give it to ze hiloſophers, propoſing to dwell there 
Hiw elf, with his dit 2 and to eſtabliſn Plato's s repub- 
lie. But though he was much in the emperor's favour, 
his prpject met with oppoſition at court; and came to no- 
thing. Thus philoſophy, as Tillemont obſerves, though 
patronized by princes, could aun, in any age, intro- 
duceſit's rules even into one «< 3-008 Fob Jeſus Chriſt hath 
eſtabliſhed his all over the world, in ſpite of all worldly 
oppoſition from the great and learned,-<-A republic of 
"madern"deifts and moral philoſophers would be as great a cu- 
Zioſity as this city of piuliſophers mou have been, but per- 


* eee Hiſior, Vol. i. p. i 
replies 


nity, no leſs 


; applandivg angel 


= Plotinus „as we are told by porphyry, defred the 
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Haps not quite ſo well regulated. Dr, Jortin's ' Remark 
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2 « profeſſicn being infinitely enlightened 0 
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e 
replies Monteſquieu++--** Citizens of ghia 


« reſpec to the various duties of lite, ang 


 « having; the warmeſt zeal to fulfilath 
« muſt he perfectly ſenile of the rights o 


« natural defence. 37 The, more they helięeve 
e themſelvęs indebted to xcligion, the mig 


9 they would think due to chunt 


10 The principles of Chriſtianity, deeply en- 


_ « graved ont che heart, would, be infigitely 

moteipowetful than tha, falſe hongur of 

1 monarchies, chan the humane virtues [of 
« republics, or the ſervile fear” of de 


cc 2 And the Chriſtian religion, hich 
« ordaing that men ſhould; love each other, 
« would, without doubt, have evety g nation 
« bleſt with, the beſt civil, the beſt political 
« laws:; becauſe theſen next to this religion, 
are — that men can gs 
9 nen 5 14 ob af it #4 12 GY * | 
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The laſt oje@ion that, ſhall be mention- 
ed, as made againſt the Goſpel, relative to 


the preſent fuhject- for I fear 1 begin to 


treſpaſs. upon your Wen one, Which 


is very * made; and the ore, 


Spirit F Lows, B. . Chip. i. and 1 
1 . ? Oy | ought 


(n) 


bücht not to paſs entirely uniotickd. 15 
this; that Chriſtiatilty' ſeems often not only 
to have failed iti its defign of temoving evils 
from Sbeiety, but to have been] itſelf,” the 
cauſr of introducing” ſome bf the 'worlt, 
is it Has given bitth'to religious 4 

fles, factiofis, „ perſecutions; Warez maſſacres; 
and the like, Alt bloow vor! Þ 


*B9 Yiu 41. 1813} 136) 16, 2 2 aIqianinq ft ** 


Ahe Subd be Spirit. bf Lavi has re- 
| turned, in Geer 0 in His uſual maf- 
terly manner; the proper anſwer to this ob- 
je&tion--- To {ay that religion is ut a re- 
4 ſtraining ne bebauty] it does not al 
«ways teſtrainꝰl is equally abſurd 45 td fa, 
that the civil lau care not 47 
* motive. | It is & falſe way of reaſoning 
«againſt religion, to ebllect, in a large 
4% Work, a long detail of the evils it has 
46 produced 5 if we do not give, at the ſame 
« time, an enumeration of the advantages 
* which have flowed) Hou it. en I to 
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0 This is the A nid HI In the nu · 
merous novels, and other tracts, of Voltaire. When o 
conſiders, for what end ſuch talents were given, and t 


what-purpoſe NO been, for ſo many pee woche 
_—_— 
, Quits, takia fanda,.. 


Ex © 3 
Dole a aud 55 __ 
4 | e late 
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+ relate all the evils that have ariſen in t 
world from civil laws, and avi govern- 
„ ment, I might rell-you of frightful things. 
The queſtion is hot; to know whether id. 
1. would be better, that à certain man, or a 
certain people; had no religion, hun to 
„ abuſe what they have; but to know, which 

10 is the eaſt evil; that toligion be ſometimes 
. abuſed, or that there be no ſuch reſtrainti 
« as religion on mankind ?:” Nothing can 
judicious and ſolid than this re- 


3 * 
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be more 
ply, as far as it N 0 TON of 
to fee auen! 1 ee Ta * 
T+ 013d ..v190. 9435 : 
The Goſpel bas 101 Free productd it s 
proper effects Through whoſe fault has 
this happened? God ga rekgien, as he 
gave the earth, to man; that, in in peace and 
comfort, he might” cultivate, and reap the 
fruits of it. Inftead'of fo doing," man layy | 
it waſte; and drenches it in blood. Can we 
blame God, or the patth, 'or religion? No; 
to man alone the ne is duc: en man 
00g; 000 how dural 209 15 . 
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"The Golpet — not wh prin Tote” its 
proper effects - It was forcknowd,.:.it was 
foretold, that it would not. Nothing has 
fallen out new; nothing oontrary to the ex- 
pectation of it's divine author, and his ſer- 
vants. Chriſtianity ,would, have all men to 
be temperate, ſober, pure, induſtrious, meek, 

peaceable, juſt, and loviog; in which caſe, 
heat would again Apring: up amongſt us, 
and carth would be a lively 1 image of heaven. | 
In one, word, were it perfectly obeyed, it 
would eſtabliſh the happineſs! that is attain - 
able here below; and to it, imperfectly as 
it is practiſed, is owing: the quietneſs, ſecu- 
rity, and good order, 8 a e Toney 10 
the world now. cnjagsb O i asg! Wi 
3 £445 97 1 

But, after al, the 3 againſt religion, 
drawn from the bad conduct of it's profeſſors, 
though nat concluſive, will always be preva- 
lent; and though many good anſwers may 
be given to it, the beſt of all would; be, to 
forſake our ſins, and amend our ways. Our 
good actions would then ſpeak. for us, and 
wipe off this imputation caſt upon. our faith. 
It was a ſingular honour and advantage to 
the cane of * that it's ancient 

Writers 
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vtiters, in ne apologies for it, could ad- 
dreſs themſelves to the Romans in ſuch 


words as theſe- We are grown ſo many in 
number, that if we were only to withdraw 


ourſelves from your dominions, we ſhould 


ruin you; vou could not ſubſiſt without us. 
Vet is our innocence as remarkable as our 
increaſe. Vour jails ſwarm with criminals | 
of your own religion: but you ſhall not find 


there one Chriſtian, unleſs he be there be- 


cauſe he is a Chriſtian, and purely on ac- 


count of his faith *, We are not, it will be 


ſaid, in theſe days, to expect a return of 


the golden age of religion. But this may be 


ſaid, and ſaid with truth, that we know not 


what may be done, till we have made the 


experiment; that it is in every man's power 


to take off his ſhare of the objection; and 
if every man were to 40 ſo, the Whol would 


be ede a E12 | TS | 
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2 3 us, Pa 1 from the 


riſing up of the ſun," to the going down of 
the ſame, call all the world to awake, with 
us, to righteouſneſs---kirgs of the earth, and 


all N princes, and all rulers of the 
Dr. Jortin's Heck, ngrring, the, Truth of th 


— win, p.169 


weld; 5 
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world ;; high agg low, rich and pb, ong 

wich another. It is righteouſneſs 'which, 
« exalteth à nation; it is righteouſneſa 
Which eſtabliſheth athrone.” Do we der. 
ſire to live in felicity, and would we fain ſpe, 
good days? Would the prince have the ſab: 
je& loyal and obedient? Would the maſter 
have his feryant honeſt and obſervant? 
Would the parent haye his child dutiful and 
grateful? Would every man have his friend 
keaithful and kind? his deighbour benevolent 
and charitable? Let all, without delay, be- 
eme, in truth, diſciples of the holy Jeſus, 
and take away his reproach among men, by 
ſtudying to ** adorn. the doctrine of God our 
1 Saviour in all things.“ But, chiefly, we of 
che clergy, who are ordained to the mini- 
ſtration, and ſet for the deſence of the Goſ- 
pd; we, who are ſtationed in theſe illuſ- 
trious and far renowned ſeminaries, that have 
long been the delight of the nations, and a 
praiſe i in the earth ; here to behold. the. fu- 
ture ornaments of their country, and pro- 
tectors of it's eſtabliſhment, growing up un- 
der our care - we are more ſpecially obli- 
ged to ſhew forth, not only with our lips, 
but in our lives, the praiſes of him, Uh 
hath brought x us to his marvelous light ; and 


ap- 
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his ſalvation to the ſons of men. Religion, 


be, hath not wanted friends, among the go+ 
vernors of Iſrael, who willingly offered them- 
ſelves to ſtand forth in her cauſe, The fenceg 
of the vineyard have been happily ſecured, 

Let the vine yield it's produce, gratefpl to 


may * bring forth more fruit in their age.” 
"3 So let thy work, O Lord, appear unto 


children. And the glorious majeſty of the 
Lord our God be upon us: proſper thou 
« the work of our hands upon us, O proſper 
thou our handy Work.“ 


1 J.. ⅛ MA . er, SES. AE. CS 


„ 


1 > GY 4 T9 


„ to publiſh the glad tidings of : 


bad as the times were ſuppoſed and feared tq | 


God and man; that while ſome are as 
plants grown up in their youth,” others | 


« thy ſervants, and thy glory unto. their 
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